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Editor’s Note

Hello everyone! In this issue, we’ll t ry to convince you why you should visit your local
library – we LOVE Bushey Library and hope that we can tempt you to go inside,

because there’s more to it than just borrowing books! You’ll also learn about Andy
Stanton, the rather unique author of the Mr Gum series of books many of you love
so much, and there’s also a Mr Gum Quickfire Quiz to test your knowledge! There’s
two more readers of the week, this t ime from Key Stage 1, a Roald Dahl
wordsearch, and a couple of book recommendations for you to explore.. So…

enjoy!

Thanks to the following Reading Champions for their contribut ions in this issue:
Georgie and Billy Y2.

Happy Reading!

Miss Allett and Mr Moody

Fiction Book Of The Week – Harklights by Tim Tilley

Wick has always lived in the dark and dreadful Harklights Match
Factory and Orphanage, working tirelessly for greedy Old Ma

Bogey. He only dreams of escaping, unt il one day a bird drops
something impossible and magical at his feet - a t iny baby in an
acorn cradle...
As midnight chimes, Wick is visited by the Hobs, miniature
protectors of the forest. Grateful for the kindness shown to their

stolen child, they offer Wick the chance of a lifet ime - escape
from Harklights and begin a new life with them in the wild...

Non-fiction Book Of The Week – A Friend To Nature
An illustrated book celebrating the natural world and ways to
appreciate it , filled with practical activit ies and ideas to help
wildlife and the environment on your doorstep and worldwide.

The activit ies themselves are short, easy, and fun, with a few
more extensive projects mixed in. These are interspersed with
nature quotes, poetry, and other thought-provoking musings,
as well as pieces of simple non-fict ion information, such as the
life cycle of a frog, a butterfly, a cross sect ion of a flowering

plant, and why you should always wish on a dandelion clock.



Ten reasons why you should visit your local library 

10. Some of the greatest minds in history live there. Shakespeare, Austen and Dickens
(to name but three) all have a place on our library shelves. By simply wandering the
stacks and taking a look around, you’re sure to be inspired.

9. Quiet is cool. You can find your focus in a variety of silent spots and peaceful

places without fear of noisy distractions.

8. Knowledge is power. Reading fills your brain with the stuff you need to be your best
self and live your life to the fullest .

7. Communities thrive in libraries. From Movie Nights and author visits to after-school
tutoring and “How To” classes, libraries are host to an infinite number of events that
go beyond reading and bring people together.

6. Checking out books is free. (You knew that, right?) There’s absolutely no cost to

bringing the most magical stories right into your home. And not only books: libraries
also have CDs, magazines, movies, even artwork that you can check out. All for FREE.

5. Librarians know everything. Well, almost everything. And if they don’t have the
answer, they will help you figure out how to find it .

4. Research databases. Libraries subscribe to expensive online database services that
most people could not afford on their own. With just a library card number and the
click of a button, you can access news archives, academic research, genealogy,
digital images and much, much more.

3. Did we mention that checking out books is free?

2. The world wide web. For individuals without internet connections at school, work, or
home, public libraries are the number one point of online access. That means that

libraries help folks get connected and stay connected.

1. Because... reading. Reading whisks us away to new lands, teaches us about the
world around us, drives us to ask hard quest ions and asks us to imagine “What if?”
Without libraries, where would we be? So, go on: head to your local library today

and show them some love.

Bushey Library Opening Times:

Monday: 1pm - 5pm
Tuesday: 10am - 5pm
Wednesday: 1pm - 5pm

Thursday: Closed
Friday: 10am - 5pm
Saturday: 10am - 4pm
Sunday: Closed



Author Of The Week –
Andy Stanton

Andy Stanton lives in North London. He
studied English at Oxford but they kicked
him out. He has been a film script reader,

a cartoonist , an NHS lackey and lots of
other things. He has many interests, but
best of all he likes cartoons, books and
music (even jazz).

One day he’d like to live in New York or
Berlin or one of those places because he’s
got fantasies of bohemia. His favourite
expression is ‘Good evening’ and his
favourite word is ‘captain’. Andy has now

written more than one book, but less than
twenty.

Scan the QR code

to watch Andy’s
#15secondbookreview!

Mr Gum series by Andy Stanton -
Quickfire Quiz

1. What is the name of the town the 'Mr Gum'
stories are set in?

2. What is Mr Gum's favourite TV programme?

3. What is Friday O'Leary's catchphrase?

Find the answers at the bottom of the page!

Mr Gum Quickfire Quiz Answers 1.Lamonic Bibber 2. Bag of sticks 3. THE TRUTH IS A LEMON MERINGUE!



Reader Of The Week #2 –

Monte Y1

Monty is Year 1’s reader of the week this
week. We’re told that he’s been reading
like a superstar all week, using plenty of
expression when reading out loud and
has really impressed Miss Aherne.

Well done, Monte!

Reader Of The Week #1 –

Laila Y2

Laila was so excited to find out that Year

2’s next class book was going to be
‘Charlie Morphs Into A Mammoth’ that
she ‘gently encouraged’ her mum to
pick up a copy for her ON THE SAME
DAY!

Now that’s dedication.

What we’re reading for 

pleasure…

Nursery – Non-fict ion about minibeasts.
Reception – Inspiring people

Year 1 – The Queen’s hat
Year 2 – Charlie Morphs Into A
Mammoth
Year 3 – Krindlekrax
Year 4 – Phyllis and t he fossil finders

Year 5O - Wonder
Year 5G - Malamander
Year 6 – Carrie’s War



We set you a ‘Reading Haiku’ challenge… here are the 

winners!

Well done everyone! See Mr Moody for a book token.

Reading is nice
But the toilet is better…

Reading is st ill good!

Alice Y2 Turning those pages
Cup of tea and a biscuit

Books make me smile

Miss Allett
Cosy with your book

Flip through pages I can't  stop
Gazing with the cats

Kiera Y4

Dragons, goblins, t rolls,
Witches, elves and evil foes…

Are they in your book?

Mr Moody

I  thumb through the book,
shouldn't  I  let it  take me
to a whole new world?

Down the rabbit  hole,

and on the yellow brick road,
solving mysteries.

Oh no, last chapter!
One last wave to my new friends.

Goodbye, t ill next t ime...

Avani Y6

A world of wonders,
A magical adventure,

A portal of fun.

Zara Y5G

Words like an ocean,
Ready to be explored,

Set sail with some books.

Mrs Griffiths

Relaxing in bed
A good book I can’t put down

…’til I  fall asleep.

Miss Podro

Reading is so much fun!
Reading makes me feel relaxed.

I  LOVE reading.

Arabella Y3

Books are wonderful
My favourite ones live up
above my brown shelf.

Oliver 5O

In Reception we
love reading big picture books

everyday at school.

Recept ion

Off the Queen’s hat blew
Around London it  fluttered

Hmm, where will it  land?

Year 1



Can you guess the book from these quotes?

.

The first person to find all fifteen characters
wins a book token – see Mr Moody when
you’ve found them all! Good luck!


